
Scripture on Fear of Man vs. Fear of God
Proverbs 29:25 
Fearing people is a dangerous trap, 
    but trusting the Lord means safety. 

Colossians 3:23 
Work willingly at whatever you do, as though you were working for the Lord rather than 
for people. 

Romans 2:29 
No, a true Jew is one whose heart is right with God. And true circumcision is not merely 
obeying the letter of the law; rather, it is a change of heart produced by the Spirit. And a 
person with a changed heart seeks praise from God, not from people. 

Galatians 1:10 
Obviously, I’m not trying to win the approval of people, but of God. If pleasing people 
were my goal, I would not be Christ’s servant. 

1 Thessalonians 2:3-6 
So you can see we were not preaching with any deceit or impure motives or trickery. 
For we speak as messengers approved by God to be entrusted with the Good News. Our 
purpose is to please God, not people. He alone examines the motives of our hearts. 
Never once did we try to win you with flattery, as you well know. And God is our witness 
that we were not pretending to be your friends just to get your money! As for human 
praise, we have never sought it from you or anyone else. 

John 5:41-44 
“Your approval means nothing to me, because I know you don’t have God’s love within 
you. For I have come to you in my Father’s name, and you have rejected me. Yet if others 
come in their own name, you gladly welcome them. No wonder you can’t believe! For 
you gladly honor each other, but you don’t care about the honor that comes from the one 
who alone is God.” 

Psalm 118:5-9 
In my distress I prayed to the Lord, 
    and the Lord answered me and set me free. 
The Lord is for me, so I will have no fear. 
    What can mere people do to me? 
Yes, the Lord is for me; he will help me. 
    I will look in triumph at those who hate me. 
It is better to take refuge in the Lord 
    than to trust in people. 
It is better to take refuge in the Lord 
    than to trust in princes. 



1 Samuel 15:24 
Then Saul admitted to Samuel, “Yes, I have sinned. I have disobeyed your instructions 
and the Lord’s command, for I was afraid of the people and did what they demanded.” 

Matthew 10:28 
“Don’t be afraid of those who want to kill your body; they cannot touch your soul. Fear 
only God, who can destroy both soul and body in hell.” 

Isaiah 8:11-14 
The Lord has given me a strong warning not to think like everyone else does. He said, 
“Don’t call everything a conspiracy, like they do, 
    and don’t live in dread of what frightens them. 
Make the Lord of Heaven’s Armies holy in your life. 
    He is the one you should fear. 
He is the one who should make you tremble. 
He will keep you safe. 
But to Israel and Judah 
    he will be a stone that makes people stumble, 
    a rock that makes them fall. 
And for the people of Jerusalem 
    he will be a trap and a snare.” 

1 Corinthians 10:17-18 
As the Scriptures say, “If you want to boast, boast only about the Lord.” When people 
commend themselves, it doesn’t count for much. The important thing is for the Lord to 
commend them. 

Jeremiah 17:5-8 
This is what the Lord says: 
“Cursed are those who put their trust in mere humans, 
    who rely on human strength 
    and turn their hearts away from the Lord. 
They are like stunted shrubs in the desert, 
    with no hope for the future. 
They will live in the barren wilderness, 
    in an uninhabited salty land. 
“But blessed are those who trust in the Lord 
    and have made the Lord their hope and confidence. 
They are like trees planted along a riverbank, 
    with roots that reach deep into the water. 
Such trees are not bothered by the heat 
    or worried by long months of drought. 
Their leaves stay green, 
    and they never stop producing fruit.”


