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Biblical Encouragement to Sing

There is a consistent pattern in Scripture of God’s people 
responding to his saving acts with singing. 

• Exodus 15 - Then Moses and the people of Israel sang 
this song to the Lord: “I will sing to the Lord, for he has 
triumphed gloriously; he has hurled both horse and rider 
in the sea. The Lord is my strength and my song; he has 
given me victory. This is my God, and I will praise him — 
my father’s God, and I will exalt him!” (v.1-2)

• 1 Samuel 2:1-10 - Then Hannah prayed: “My heart rejoices 
in the Lord! The Lord has made me strong. Now I have 
an answer for my enemies; I rejoice because you rescued 
me. No one is holy like the Lord! There is no one besides 
you; there is no Rock like our God.” (v. 1-2)

• 2 Samuel 22 - David sang this song to the Lord on the 
day the Lord rescued him from all his enemies and from 
Saul. He sang: “The Lord is my rock, my fortress, and my 
savior.” (v.1-2)

• 1 Chronicles 16:7-36 - On that day David gave to Asaph 
and his fellow Levites this song of thanksgiving to the 
Lord: “Give thanks to the Lord and proclaim his greatness. 
Let the whole world know what he has done.” (v.7-8)

• Psalm 18, 34 - He is the God who pays back those who 
harm me; he subdues the nations under me and rescues 
me from my enemies. You hold me safe beyond the reach 
of my enemies; you save me from violent opponents. For 
this, O Lord, I will praise you among the nations; I will sing 
praises to your name. (18:47-49) 

• Luke 1:46-55 - Mary responded, “Oh, how my soul praises 
the Lord. How my spirit rejoices in God my Savior! For he 
took notice of his lowly servant girl, and from now on all 
generations will call me blessed. For the Mighty One is 
holy, and he has done great things for me.” (v.47-49)

• Revelation 5:9-14, 7:9-12, 11:15-18, 12:10-12, 14:3, 15:3-4, 19:1-
8 - And they sang a new song with these words: “You are 
worthy to take the scroll and break its seals and open it. 
For you were slaughtered, and your blood has ransomed 
people for God from every tribe and language and people 
and nation. And you have caused them to become a 
Kingdom of priests for our God. And they will reign on the 
earth.” (5:9-10)

Singing proclaims God’s glory.

• Ephesians 3:9-12 - I was chosen to explain to everyone 
this mysterious plan that God, the Creator of all things, 
had kept secret from the beginning. God’s purpose in 
all this was to use the church to display his wisdom in 
its rich variety to all the unseen rulers and authorities in 
the heavenly places. This was his eternal plan, which he 
carried out through Christ Jesus our Lord. Because of 
Christ and our faith in him, we can now come boldly and 
confidently into God’s presence. 

• Psalm 34:1-3 - I will praise the Lord at all times. I will 
constantly speak his praises. I will boast only in the Lord ; 
let all who are helpless take heart. Come, let us tell of the 
Lord’s greatness; let us exalt his name together.

Singing is an overflow of the Spirit and Word’s presence 
in our lives.

• Ephesians 5:18-20 - Don’t be drunk with wine, because 
that will ruin your life. Instead, be filled with the Holy 
Spirit, singing psalms and hymns and spiritual songs 
among yourselves, and making music to the Lord in your 
hearts. And give thanks for everything to God the Father 
in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ.

• Colossians  3:16 - Let the word of Christ richly dwell 
within you, with all wisdom teaching and admonishing 
one another with psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, 
singing with thankfulness in your hearts to God.

Singing is for the edification of the body of Christ. 

• Colossians 3:16 -  Let the word of Christ richly dwell within 
you, with all wisdom teaching and admonishing one 
another with psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, 
singing with thankfulness in your hearts to God.

• 1 Corinthians 14:26 - Well, my brothers and sisters, let’s 
summarize. When you meet together, one will sing, 
another will teach, another will tell some special revelation 
God has given, one will speak in tongues, and another will 
interpret what is said. But everything that is done must 
strengthen all of you.
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Singing helps us connect our minds and our hearts. 

• Psalm 71:23 - My lips will shout for joy when I sing praises 
to You; And my soul, which You have redeemed. (NASB)

• Psalm 84:2 - My soul longed and even yearned for the 
courts of the Lord; My heart and my flesh sing for joy to 
the living God. (NASB)

Singing demonstrates the unity of the Church in Christ. 

• 2 Chronicles 5:13 - The trumpeters and singers joined 
together to praise and thank the Lord with one voice. 
They raised their voices, accompanied by trumpets, 
cymbals, and musical instruments, in praise to the Lord: 
For he is good; his faithful love endures forever. (CSB)

• 1 Corinthians 12:12-13 - The human body has many parts, 
but the many parts make up one whole body. So it is 
with the body of Christ. Some of us are Jews, some are 
Gentiles, some are slaves, and some are free. But we 
have all been baptized into one body by one Spirit, and 
we all share the same Spirit.

• John 17:22-23 - I have given them the glory you gave me, 
so they may be one as we are one. I am in them and you 
are in me. May they experience such perfect unity that 
the world will know that you sent me and that you love 
them as much as you love me.

Singing is an act of obedience. 

• Colossians 3:16 - Let the word of Christ richly dwell 
within you, with all wisdom teaching and admonishing 
one another with psalms and hymns and spiritual songs , 
singing with thankfulness in your hearts to God.

• Ephesians 5:19 - Singing psalms and hymns and spiritual 
songs among yourselves, and making music to the Lord 
in your hearts.

• Psalm 95:1-2 - Come, let us sing to the Lord! Let us shout 
joyfully to the Rock of our salvation. Let us come to him 
with thanksgiving. Let us sing psalms of praise to him.

• Psalm 96:1-2 - Sing a new song to the Lord! Let the whole 
earth sing to the Lord! Sing to the Lord; praise his name. 
Each day proclaim the good news that he saves.
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