
1

OPPORTUNITIES TO SERVE OUR UPSTATE NEIGHBORS

There are many organizations across the Upstate that seek to serve those who are often on the margins, underserved, 
overlooked, and vulnerable. We have gathered many of those organizations here. Many, if not most, of these organizations 
are not faith-based, which means there may be aspects of their organization we do not agree with. However, we do not 
believe that completely hinders us from being of service. As you consider the next step of going on the hook for someone 
with chronic and persistent challenges, these organizations have opportunities for you to do exactly that.

United Ministries: United Ministries exists to provide essential services such as education, employment, and housing 
assistance for those experiencing homelessness, as well as crisis assistance. United Ministries helps to provide assistance 
with groceries, life-sustaining medication costs, rent & utility assistance, as well as provide shelter for those in need. For 
more information on how you can help, visit https://united-ministries.org/how-you-can-help/volunteer/ or you can email 
info@unitedministries.org or call 864.232.6463

 ● Place of Hope: Part of United Way/Ministries, Place of Hope is a day shelter that exists to not only provide basic 
services to people who are homeless, but it also strives to forge deeper relationships and address the core prob-
lems behind homelessness, such as unemployment, poor health, substance abuse, mental illness and/or lack of 
education. For more information visit https://united-ministries.org/homeless-services/place-of-hope/ or email info@
unitedministries.org or call 864.232.6463.

Mill Village Ministries: Mill Village Ministries is a collection of social entrepreneurs whose mission is to unite with God’s 
vision for individual life change and holistic transformation of under-resourced communities. Mill Community Ministries 
strives to build relationships, leverage resources, and empower individuals to transform their communities. To learn more 
about Mill Community Ministries visit http://www.millcommunity.org/ or to volunteer http://www.millcommunity.org/volunteer 

 ● Mill Village Farms: Mill Village Farms transforms vacant properties into bountiful gardens to grow locally-sourced 
produce for communities that often have limited access to fresh and local foods while simultaneously providing 
employment and training for the community youth. Their goal is to empower our youth with experiences in basic 
job skills, sustainable agriculture, and entrepreneurship. For more information visit https://www.millvillagefarms.org/
contact-us or email info@millcommunity.org

 ● Village Engage: Village Engage transforms communities by compelling people of faith to build a more just and com-
passionate Greenville. We do this through education, engagement, and action. Specifically, they facilitate JustFaith 
programs, host social justice events in Greenville, and call participants to action through community organizing and 
advocacy. Visit https://www.villageengage.com/ or email Traci, Traci@millcommunity.org

 ● Village Launch: Village Launch exists to equip under-resourced entrepreneurs. Their vision is to enable individuals 
outside the mainstream financial sector to become providers, contributors, and creators in their communities. Village 
Launch provides personal and business financial training for emerging entrepreneurs. They serve as a connection 
point for under-resourced entrepreneurs and experienced business professionals to facilitate entrepreneur and 
business development. Visit https://villagelaunch.org/volunteer or email villagelaunch@millcommunity.org

 ● Village Wrench: Village Wrench, birthed out of members of Village Church in 2013, connects our community through 
bicycle repair, upward mobility, and educational empowerment. Their vision is an empowered community thriving 
through bicycles. They are a full-service bike shop where customers can purchase high-quality refurbished bicycles. 
Their community programs include:

Youth: 6-Cycle is a bike skill and character strength program for teens. Many students become paid Apprentices 
in the shop.

Earn-a-Bike: Community members earn their own set of wheels through community service.



2

Free Bike Repair: Fixing bikes and making friends at five neighborhood locations throughout Greenville on the first 
Saturday of every month. 

For more information visit http://www.villagewrench.org/volunteer or email vw@millcommunity.org

Total Ministries: (Spartanburg Area): Total Ministries provides food and financial assistance to Spartanburg County by 
providing heating assistance in the winter, food, obtaining birth certificates, and covering the costs of life-sustaining 
medications. For more information visit https://totalministries.org/get-involved/ or call 864-585-9167 or email contact@
totalministries.org

Greater Spartanburg Ministries: Greater Spartanburg Ministries provides emergency assistance to Spartanburg County 
residents who are experiencing difficulty. The goal is to meet physical needs and provide care ministries in order to connect 
individuals to the local church. Their current need is canned food (to donate, call 864-585-9371). For more information, visit 
http://www.greaterspartanburgministries.org/ or email greaterspartanburgministries@yahoo.com

Center for Developmental Services: Center for Developmental Services is an umbrella organization that exists to care 
for children and adults with special needs by gathering independent care providers under a single roof, and helps direct 
clients to the services they need. There are volunteer needs that cover everything from babysitting to reading books to 
kids. Espanol services are available and there is a need for spanish-speaking volunteers. For more information, visit https://
www.cdservices.org/get-involved/ or email cds@cdsservices.org or call 864-331-1300 (English) 864-331-1445 (Spanish).

Defenders for Children: Defenders for Children prevents child abuse, trafficking, and child pornography by creating, 
implementing, and operating projects that raise community awareness. To educate adults and children, while increasing 
community involvement to keep Children safe. This organization uses K9’s to find hidden electronic evidence that contains 
images and videos that will help identify and rescue children, as well as adults, that are being victimized and also provide 
emotional therapy for victims. For more information, visit https://www.defendersforchildren.org/about-us or email defender-
sforchildren@gmail.com or call 864-787-5681

Meals on Wheels: Meals on Wheels of Greenville relies on a strong network of volunteers to deliver so much more than a 
meal to every homebound citizen in our community. It takes more than 130 volunteers to prepare and deliver nearly 1,500 
meals every day—and this isn’t close to meeting the entire need. For more information, visit https://mealsonwheelsgreen-
ville.org/volunteer/ or call 864-233-6565.

Safe Harbor: The mission of Safe Harbor is “to provide a continuum of services to victims of domestic violence and their 
children, and to eliminate cultural acceptance of domestic violence through a coordinated community response, education, 
and prevention.” This organization has a 24/7 help line, provides shelter, counseling, and order of protection assistance. For 
more information, visit https://www.safeharborsc.org/volunteer or call 864-467-1177.

Habitat for Humanity: Seeking to put God’s love into action, Habitat for Humanity brings people together to build homes, 
communities, and hope. This organization assists with home ownership, community revitalization, and home repairs. For 
more information, visit https://www.habitatgreenville.org/who-we-are/become-a-volunteer or email info@habitatgreenville.
org or call 864-370-4787

Miracle Hill: Miracle Hill is Greenville’s largest provider of homeless services with four adult rescue missions across the 
Upstate, a foster care program for children, and addiction recovery services.

 ● Overcomers Center For Men: The Overcomers Center is a 27-week residential addiction recovery program for 
men suffering from life-dominating addictions. They implement a biblical adaptation of the twelve-step program to 
help men develop the ability to live a life free from the sin of addiction. Educational and life skills classes, group and 
individual counseling, bible study, devotional services, classroom instruction, and seminars are part of the four-level 
curriculum. After graduation guests are encouraged to stay in a Miracle Hill Transitional House for additional support 
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as they move toward independent living. For more information, visit https://miraclehill.org/shelters/overcomers-cen-
ter-for-men/ or call 864-631-0088.

 ● Renewal Women’s Center: Renewal is a six-month addiction recovery program for women struggling with addiction. 
In this Christ-centered, residential facility our guests complete four levels of a Bible-based twelve step program to 
qualify for graduation. Group and individual counseling, life skills and educational classes, devotional services, and 
discipleship help these ladies focus on God as they learn to live a life free from addiction. For more information, visit 
https://miraclehill.galaxydigital.com/need/index?agency_id=77409 or contact Venus Dixon at 864-242-2166.

 ● Shepherd’s Gate: Shepherd’s Gate in Greenville provides safe shelter for women and mothers with young children 
who are experiencing homelessness. Short-term services are provided through a Crisis Program and more in-depth 
services are provided through a New Life Program for women in need of comprehensive care. Shepherd’s Gate also 
provides beds for ladies waiting to enter Renewal, Miracle Hill’s addiction recovery program for women. For more 
information, visit https://miraclehill.galaxydigital.com/agency/detail/?agency_id=77410 or contact Minda Shelton at 
864-268-5589.

 ● Cherokee Rescue Mission: Cherokee County Rescue Mission, located in Gaffney, provides safe shelter for a variety 
of people experiencing homelessness, including men, women, and mothers with children in two different dormito-
ry-style wings. Comprehensive services that include personal counseling, educational opportunities and basic life 
skills advice are available for those who need extra care. Temporary shelter is also available for those who only 
need a few weeks to get back on their feet. For more information, visit https://miraclehill.galaxydigital.com/agency/
detail/?agency_id=77405 or contact Andy Cooper at 864-488-0376.

 ● Spartanburg Rescue Mission: Spartanburg Rescue Mission is an emergency shelter that serves a multitude of 
people experiencing homelessness, including men, women and mothers with children. Housed in separate wings, 
individuals receive the basic needs of shelter, food and clothing along with counseling, educational opportunities 
and discipleship. In partnership with local volunteers from the medical and dental fields, a free on-site medical clinic 
provides services once a month for our guests and individuals from the community. For more information, visit 
https://miraclehill.galaxydigital.com/agency/detail/?agency_id=77412 or contact Calvin Vinson at 864-583-1628.

 ● Food Warehouse: Miracle Hill From God To You is a community food pantry for people in need and a food warehouse 
for Miracle Hill’s shelters. They also provide prayer support, and counseling when needed. Due to COVID-19, Bible 
study and lunch on Wednesdays has been temporarily suspended. For more information, visit https://miraclehill.
galaxydigital.com/agency/detail/?agency_id=101150 or call 864-552-1430.

 ● Children’s Home: This community provides an optimal setting for up to five foster children and three biological chil-
dren to grow and thrive in each home with loving, Christian families. Staff provides ongoing support to ensure each 
child and family is equipped for success. For more information, visit https://miraclehill.org/shelters/miracle-hill-chil-
drens-home/ or call 864-268-4357.

Greenville Literacy Association: Greenville Literacy Association’s mission is to enrich our community by increasing the 
literacy and employability of our citizens. GLA provides educational opportunities and support services on an individual 
basis including participants with disabilities such as learning, physical, emotional, and mental. For more information, visit 
https://www.greenvilleliteracy.org/tutors/become-a-tutor/ or call 864-467-3456.

Piedmont Women’s Center: Piedmont Women’s Center is an Upstate organization committed to caring for women in 
crisis both during and after their pregnancies. Whenever possible, the hope at PWC is to prevent an abortion through free 
pregnancy tests, OB ultrasounds, and counseling. A major component of their ministry is geared towards post-abortion 
recovery, but their desire is to see each woman avoid the bondage of abortion altogether. Call the Administration Office 
864-244-1434 or fill out the volunteer form at https://piedmontwomenscenter.org/volunteer/
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Alabaster House Recovery: (Powdersville/Easley area) Alabaster House Recovery is a faith based, 12-step recovery pro-
gram for women located in the Upstate of South Carolina. Alabaster House gives women the comprehensive tools they 
need to get sober and stay sober. They empower women to overcome addiction and re-engage in meaningful life. The 
Alabaster House is a compassionate place where broken women can go through the steps to experience the freedom that 
only God can bring. For more information, visit www.alabasterhouserecovery.org or email alabasterhouserecovery@gmail.
com or call 864-971-1075 to get involved.

JUMPSTART: JUMPSTART’s ministry focuses on long-term discipleship of men and women currently in prison and those 
recently released. The discipleship program is led by program graduates inside prisons and is supplemented by volunteers. 
Program graduates are eligible for JUMPSTART’s re-entry program and transitional housing during their first year of release. 
The work JUMPSTART is doing is helping reduce the rate of recidivism in South Carolina. For more information, visit https://
www.jumpstartvision.org/ or email Taylor Frick, tfrick@gracechurchsc.org.

 ● JUMPSTART Penpals: This part of the discipleship program is designed to connect and encourage the women 
inside the prisons with the women of Grace Church through writing letters. The program is for covenant members 
of Grace Church. Email Jamie Bishop, jbishop@gracechurchsc.org.

Project HOPE: Project HOPE provides a lifespan of services for individuals on the autism spectrum. They offer a wide vari-
ety of therapy and programs to help families, open minds, promote inclusion, and expand potential for children and adults 
with autism. For more information, visit https://www.projecthopesc.org/ or email Taylor Frick, tfrick@gracechurchsc.org

Jasmine Road: Jasmine Road is a two-year residential program for women recovering from human trafficking, prostitution, 
and addiction. Jasmine Road has three social enterprise programs that give their residents meaningful work experience 
and bring in money to support the program. For more information, visit https://www.jasmineroad.org/volunteer.html or email 
info@jasmineroad.org or call 864-516-0009.

Rebuild Upstate: Rebuild Upstate focuses on home preservation and repair in order to keep residents in their own homes 
instead of offering new home construction or providing affordable rental housing. Rebuild Upstate handles everything from 
handicap accessibility to roof repair, plumbing, electrical, hvac, floor replacement, and decking. For more information, visit 
https://rebuildupstate.org/get-involved/volunteer/ or email info@rebuildupstate.org or call 864-603-2708.

NAMI Greenville: NAMI Greenville is a nonprofit, grassroots organization offering education, support, and advocacy for 
those with mental health challenges and their friends and families. The mission is to improve the quality of life and treatment 
for those who live with mental health issues and their family members through education, support, and advocacy. For more 
information, visit https://www.namigreenvillesc.org/volunteer-opportunities/ or call (864) 331-3300. 

Mental Health Alliance of America (CRISISline): The National Suicide Prevention Lifeline and CRISISline are 24-hour, 
7-day a week confidential hotline, chat, and texting services offering a nonjudgmental sounding board for people to talk 
about life’s struggles. Trained phone workers are available to offer a listening ear and to provide community resources and 
crisis intervention. Volunteer and internship opportunities include 1) serving on the National Suicide Prevention Lifeline and/
or TEENline and 2) assisting in other ways (help update database of resources, with marketing/fund development, volunteer 
recruitment/education efforts, etc.) to strengthen and support the agency’s dynamic and comprehensive operations. For 
more information, visit https://www.mhagc.org/volunteer.php or email volunteer@mhagc.org 

Loaves & Fishes: Loaves & Fishes reduces hunger in Greenville County through rescuing food that would otherwise be 
wasted and delivering it to partner agencies for distribution to those in need. In 2019, they rescued and delivered over 2.1 
million pounds of food. Donate food, conduct a food drive, or volunteer. For more information, visit https://loavesandfishes-
greenville.com/volunteer-3/ or call 864-232-3595.

Urban League: The mission of the Urban League of the Upstate is to advance equity by empowering black and other 
underserved communities through advocacy, education, and economic stability. For more information, visit https://urban-
leagueupstate.org/ or email urbanleagueups@gmail.com or call 864.244.3862
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Pendleton Place: Pendleton Place accomplishes comprehensive child welfare and family stabilization work through three 
key programs that protect, equip, and heal. For more information, visit http://pendletonplace.org/what-you-can-do/volun-
teer-mentor/ or email outreach@pendletonplace.org or call 864-467-3650

 ● The Assessment Center, housed at and led by Pendleton Place, is a multi-agency evaluation center for families 
to identify root causes of neglect or abuse and establish recommendations for a plan to improve the well-being 
of children.

 ● Pendleton Place’s Youth Resource Center (YRC) provides a low-barrier space to meet the basic needs of young 
adults ages 17-24 experiencing or at risk of homelessness. Our model of service utilizes a youth-focused framework 
incorporating positive youth development, trauma-informed care, and economic mobility. Call 864-516-1226 to 
learn more. 

 ● Caring and trained professional staff members at Smith House provide a home for teen girls ages 12–21. In addition 
to basic needs like food and clothing, our residents are provided with counseling services, structured educational 
support, life skills training, financial literacy classes, civic engagement and other hands-on opportunities aimed at 
preparing these vulnerable youth for successful, independent living after foster care. Call 864-516-1243 to learn more. 

United Housing Connections: United Housing Connections works to connect people at-risk for or currently experiencing 
homelessness with safe, sustainable, and affordable homes. Serving opportunities range from providing a monthly meal to 
beautification projects and donation drives. For more information, visit https://www.unitedhousingconnections.org/volun-
teer or contact Karen Krulac at kkrulac@uhcsc.org or call 864-241-0462. 

Upstate Warrior Solution: Upstate Warrior Solution offers supportive services to all Upstate warriors and their family mem-
bers, ranging from active-duty to reservists, regardless of the branch of military or nature of discharge. The organization 
works to assess case by case needs such as housing, employment, healthcare, education, and family support services. For 
more information, visit https://upstatewarriorsolution.org/ or email info@upstatewarriorsolutions.org or call 864-520-2073.

GirlUp GVL: GirlUp GVL exists to serve under-resourced middle school and high school girls in Greenville, SC through ex-
perience (opportunities to explore new things help girls to develop a sense of self as well as discover their gifts and talents), 
enrichment (structured routine, regular academic assistance, and a trusted advocate create a path to personal fulfillment), 
and empowerment (developing responsibility and life skills create confidence, which leads to better choices and a brighter 
future). For more information, visit https://girlupgvl.org/ or contact Kim Mogan or Rebecca McClure at 864-800-7627.

Eleos: This organization is passionate about serving and equipping their neighbors in their God-given potential for the 
good of the community. Examples include a weekly basketball game (in order to build relationships), leadership training, 
and an after-school program that includes group mentorship, tutoring, job-readiness training, field trips, and opportunities 
to further explore the deeper questions of life and faith. Volunteers are needed for basketball, mentorship, tutoring, bringing 
meals, and to teach a creative arts class. For more information, visit https://www.eleosgvl.org/ or email info@eleosgvl.org 
or call 864-572-5428.

YoungLives: Teen Moms are invested in via mentorship, community, and summer camps. Volunteer opportunities revolve 
around mentorship, childcare, and serving during summer camps. These are wonderful opportunities for these teens to not 
only find freedom and life in Christ, but to have time to enjoy themselves and find support and community in other moms. 
For more information, visit https://goyounglives.younglife.org/. For more information about the local chapter visit, https://
www.facebook.com/greenvilleyounglives/ or email greenvilleyounglives@gmail.com or call 864-271-4396. 

Guardian ad litem program: GAL volunteers get to know the child and everyone involved in the child’s life, including family, 
teachers, doctors, social workers, and others. They gather information about the child and what the child needs. Their 
recommendations to the court help the judge make an informed decision about a child’s future. GAL volunteers provide a 
stable presence in a child’s life. Free training courses are available. For more information, visit http://gal.sc.gov/ or you can 
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email Beth Drake at Grace Church at bdrake@gracechurchsc.org or email Sylvia Walker at the GAL office, sylvia.walker@
childadvocate.sc.gov or call 864-467-5860.

Neighborhood Focus: Neighborhood Focus is an out-of-school-time program with year round academic support, spiritual 
enrichment, character education and life skills development for under-resourced children and students. Volunteer oppor-
tunities include:

 ● Meal Helpers

 ● Homework Monitors

 ● Reading Buddies

 ● Math Tutors

 ● English Literacy Teachers

 ● Recreation Coaches

 ● Middle and High School Leaders

 ● Practical Living Lessons

For more information, visit https://www.neighborhoodfocus.org/ or call (864) 214-6553. 

YouthBASE: YouthBASE equips children in K5-2nd grades and their families to build the child’s behavioral, academic, 
social, and emotional competencies so they may succeed at school, home, and in the community. For more information, 
visit https://youthbase.org/get-involved/ or email info@youthbase.org 

Frazee Center: The Frazee Center provides showers and laundry services free of charge; free preschool for children ages 
3-5; free after-school activities for 3rd-5th grade girls; mentor training for those interested in mentoring a child. For more 
information, visit https://www.frazeecenter.com/ or email info@frazeecenter.com or call 864-616-6408.

Mentor Upstate: Mentor Upstate promotes the establishment and development of mentoring partnerships in elementary, 
middle, and high schools in the Upstate of South Carolina. The goal is to facilitate healthy and sustainable relationships 
between students and adults in our community. Mentors pursue an intentional friendship with a student at a local school 
in an effort to influence positive behavior. For more information, visit https://www.mentorupstate.org/ or email info@men-
torupstate.org

Reach GVL: Reach GVL aims to to reach youth inside the Greenville County Juvenile Detention Center and to support their 
growth as they re-enter their community. For more information, visit https://www.reachgvl.org/ or email at info@leadgvl.org 

Gateway House: Gateway House’s mission is supporting and equipping those with mental illness. They provide work-or-
dered days and basic life skills leading to employment, education, apartments, social outings, and health and wellness. For 
more information, visit https://gateway-sc.org/ or call 864-242-9193.

The Shipman Center: The Shipman Center hosts outpatient treatment programs for children and teens up to age 20. A 
wide range of counseling and treatment activities is focused on engaging the boys in their own recovery and bringing about 
positive changes in their lives. In addition to individual and group counseling, treatment experiences include: education 
sessions with a certified teacher from Greenville County Schools, high and low ropes challenge courses, organic gardening, 
music and recreational therapies, life skills and anger management, and family therapy. For more information visit, https://
www.familyeffect.org/at-white-horse-academy.php or call Logan Coleman-Socia at (864) 420-6250 or email her at logan@
thefamilyeffect.org 
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Serenity Place: Serenity Place is a residential treatment center for pregnant, young mothers, and their preschool aged 
children. The clinical program is designed to:

 ● Heal the mother’s addiction

 ● Accelerate the child’s development

 ● Build long-term skills for healthy parenting and independent household management

 ● Reintegrate into society

For volunteer opportunities, visit   http://www.familyeffect.org/mothers-preschool-children.php or contact Logan Phillips at 
864-420-6250 and lphillips@thefamilyeffect.org. Opportunities include:

 ● Childcare

 ● Tutors

 ● Mentor

 ● Skills and services

 ● Helping hands (landscaping, carpentry, painting, etc)

 ● Special events

 ● Donation drives

World Relief: World Relief works to mobilize the local church and community to serve and resettle refugees in the Green-
ville and Spartanburg areas and assist them with initial resettlement, employment and job training opportunities, English 
speaking skills, and school registration and placement. For more information, visit https://worldrelief.org/upstate-sc/ or 
call: 864-729-8655. Specific volunteer opportunities can be found here: https://worldrelief.org/upstate-sc/get-involved/
volunteer/ 

JC Cares: (Pickens) JC Cares is a biblical counseling and discipleship ministry partnering with The Dream Center of Pickens 
County and located in their facility. JC Cares works to provide biblical counseling that wouldn’t always be available to the 
Dream Center participants due to economic hardship. For more information, visit https://www.jccares.us/ Specific volunteer 
opportunities and the volunteer application can be found here: https://www.jccares.us/get_involved 

David’s Table: David’s Table works to demonstrate the love of Jesus to adults with disabilities and their families by creating 
community, connecting to resources, and making disciples. Volunteers are needed to support programming and to provide 
transportation and equipment for participants and their families. For more information visit https://www.davidstableonline.
org/ or contact Skeeter Powell at (864) 915-2479 or email: skeeter.powell@gmail.com 

Dream Center: (Pickens) The Dream Center exists to encourage, educate, and empower people in need through the love 
of Jesus Christ through providing a hand UP, instead of a hand out. Volunteer opportunities range from child supervision 
during participant classes to working in the resale stores. For more information, visit https://www.dreamcenterpc.org/ and 
see the list of opportunities here: https://www.dreamcenterpc.org/opportunities-the-dream-center. To get involved, call 
864-644-8885. 

Greer STEP: The Greer Shelter to Empower People seeks to equip people to return to the workforce and a home of their 
own. Volunteers are needed to work with participants on academic skills, job readiness, and more. For more information, 
visit https://www.greersoupkitchen.com/greer-step-shelter-mission or call 864-540-4681 and leave a message. Staff will be 
in touch with you by the next weekday during normal business hours.

Hope Remains Ranch (Spartanburg Area): Hope Remains Ranch uses horses in their ministry as a tool to help individuals 
gain a better understanding of their feelings and begin to heal. They provide various programs for things such as trauma 
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resolution; marriage & family counseling; and various behavioral diagnoses (including but not limited to: ADHD, ADD, Op-
positional Defiant Disorder; anxiety; depression; resilience training; PTSD). They also provide services for groups. Varying 
serving needs, including Wranglers: ages 13-17; Ranch Hands: ages 18 and above; and Mentors: ages 18 and above. 

For more information, visit https://hoperemains.org/volunteer-opportunties/ or email: info@hoperemains.org or call 
864-249-3532. 
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APPENDIX: RESEARCH AND ADDITIONAL SOURCES

Death Rates from COVID-19

 ● Black population 1.4x the case rate; 3.7x the hospitalization; 2.8x the death rate

 ● Attributed to socioeconomic status, access to health care, and exposure to the virus related to occupation/essen-
tial workers

 ● Source: CDC stats - https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/covid-data/investigations-discovery/hospitaliza-
tion-death-by-race-ethnicity.html

Discriminatory Lending Practices

 ● From 1934 to 1962, 98% of federal government home loans went to white families. During that time, 10% of people 
in America were black. 

 � Sources: Race: The Power of Illusion

 { http://www.pbs.org/race/000_About/002_04-teachers-07.htm
 { George Lipsitz, The Possessive Investment in Whiteness

 ● In 2011, the Justice Dept ruled that Countrywide Lending routinely discriminated against blacks and Hispanics by 
charging them higher interest rates and fees than equally qualified white customers.

 � Overcharged more than 200,000 black and Hispanic borrowers for their loans. About 10,000 were sold risky 
subprime mortgages, even though their finances were good enough to qualify for cheaper prime rates. 

 � Black customers who obtained their mortgages through a countrywide-affiliated broker were more than 2x’s as 
likely to get a subprime loan than similar white borrowers. In some markets, they were as much as 8x’s more likely.

 � Source: Atlantic article from December 23, 2011 - https://www.theatlantic.com/business/archive/2011/12/country-
wides-racist-lending-practices-were-fueled-by-greed/250424/

 ● 1998 HUD report on subprime lending practices

 � Subprime loans were 5x’s more likely in black neighborhoods than in white neighborhoods 
 � Subprime loans were 2x’s as likely in high-income black neighborhoods than in low-income white neighborhoods 
 � Source: 1998 HUD Report - https://www.huduser.gov/publications/pdf/unequal_full.pdf

 ● 2018 Case of US vs Pacific Mercantile Bank settled for 2011-2013 practices of charging disproportionately higher 
discretionary prices to African American and Hispanic borrowers based on both race and national origin

 � Source: 2018 Attorney General’s Report - https://www.justice.gov/crt/page/file/1212156/download

 ● 83% of neighborhoods that were given poor ratings (or redlined) in the 1930s by a federal mortgage policy were as 
of 2010 highly segregated communities of color

 � Source: The Roots of Structural Racism Project - https://belonging.berkeley.edu/roots-structural-racism

Racial Steering in Real Estate

 ● A recent study showed that black renters/buyers were told about and shown 17% fewer homes than equally qualified 
white renters/buyers
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 ● Source: 2012 HUD Executive Summary - https://www.huduser.gov/portal/Publications/pdf/HUD-514_HDS2012_
execsumm.pdf

Wealth Gap

 ● During the 2008 Great Recession, black wealth dropped by 53% compared to white wealth which dropped by 17%

 ● Black households headed by a college graduate have less wealth than white households headed by someone who 
dropped out of high school

 ● Source: Economic Policy Institute Study - https://www.epi.org/blog/the-great-recession-educa-
tion-race-and-homeownership/

Generational Poverty

 ● Source: “Long Shadows: The Black-White Gap In Multi-Generational Poverty” - https://www.aei.org/wp-content/
uploads/2021/06/Long-Shadows.pdf?x91208

CDC Report on 2019 Infant Mortality Rates 
(https://www.cdc.gov/reproductivehealth/maternalinfanthealth/infantmortality.htm#mortality)

 ● Infants born to black mothers 10.8% per 1000 births

 ● Infants born to white mothers 4.6% per 1000 births

 ● Preterm birth, second leading cause of infant mortality in 2019, is 50% higher for black infants than white infants. 

 ● Studies have shown that there is likely no genetic difference in black mothers and white mothers that could ac-
count for this.

 ● Black women with masters and PhDs have 3.1 times the infant mortality rate of white women who did not finish 
high school. (https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC7951143/#:~:text=Indeed%2C%20infants%20of%20
college%2Deducated,high%20school%20degree%20or%20less)

 ● Illinois study: comparison of black women born in the US, white women born in the US, and black women who 
immigrated from Africa. Last group’s birth weight distribution was equal to white women. Black women born in US 
gave birth to children with significantly less weight.

 ● Second study: the effect of immigration. Daughters of white women who immigrated to America gave birth to higher 
birth weight babies; daughters of black women who immigrated gave birth to lower birth weight babies.

 ● Preterm birth mortality can be associated with socioeconomic status, stress, access to quality healthcare, family 
situation, food deserts, etc. 

 � Sources: 

 { CDC Infant Mortality Rates - https://www.cdc.gov/reproductivehealth/maternalinfanthealth/infantmortality.htm
 { 2018 Duke Report on Eradicating Black Infant Mortality - https://socialequity.duke.edu/wp-content/up-
loads/2019/12/Eradicating-Black-Infant-Mortality-March-2018.pdf

 { US National Library of Medicine Report on Disparities in Infant Mortality Rate - https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/
pmc/articles/PMC1913086/

 { CDC Report on Preterm Birth - https://www.cdc.gov/reproductivehealth/maternalinfanthealth/pretermbirth.htm

Sentencing Disparities

 ● Black men on average receive 15% more prison time for same crime as white men
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 ● Senate Judiciary Report on sentencing disparity between crack cocaine and powder cocaine: 

 � Until 2010, distributing 5 grams of crack cocaine served the same 5-year prison sentence as someone caught 
distributing 500 grams of powder cocaine

 � 81% of crack cocaine offenses 2015-2019 were black
 � Powder often wealthier and white communities
 � Fair Sentencing Act reduced that disparity from 100:1 to 18:1 in 2010, but still a disparity

 � Sources: 

 { Bureau of Justice Statistics - https://bjs.ojp.gov/content/pub/pdf/fssc06st.pdf
 { Senate Judiciary Report - https://www.judiciary.senate.gov/press/dem/releases/durbin-booker-announce-leg-
islation-to-eliminate-federal-crack-and-powder-cocaine-sentencing-disparity

Racial Profiling In Traffic Stops

 ● Political Science professor at USC analyzed 20 million traffic stops from 2002-2016 in NC. 

 ● Blacks were 63% more likely to be stopped even though, as a whole, they drive 16% less. Taking into account less 
time on the road, blacks were about 95% more likely to be stopped than whites.

 ● Blacks were 115% more likely than whites to be searched in a traffic stop (5.05% for blacks, 2.35% for whites).

 ● Contraband was more likely to be found in searches of white drivers.

 ● Similar data was identified in 16 states. 

 � Sources:

 { University of South Carolina article on Professor’s Research of 20 Million Traffic Stops - https://www.sc.edu/
uofsc/posts/2020/06/racial_disparities_traffic_stops.php#.YT9ZDNNKhz-

 { Racial Disparities in Traffic Stop Outcomes - https://core.ac.uk/download/pdf/84098975.pdf
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APPENDIX: ADDITIONAL RESOURCES

The following resources represent a wide range of perspectives, experiences, and insights into the issue of race and 
justice. They are not all written from a Christian worldview, but they are informative and helpful to gain understanding. Some 
of these resources lean toward a maximizing perspective, some lean toward a minimizing perspective, but most are some-
where in the middle. This merely illustrates how complex the conversation is and how we can broaden our understanding. 
We do not agree with everything these authors have to say, and in some cases, we disagree with much of what they 
have to say. As with any resource, it is important to read with discernment. 

Video Series from Grace Church
The African American Experience, David Delk and Pastor Toney Parks 
https://vimeo.com/317818495/4d43e372ab
This resource provides a table of contents with links that enable you to go directly to specific parts of the talk you are 
interested in learning more about.

The African American Experience page (Includes additional video and information)
https://resources.gracechurchsc.org/teaching/african-american-experience/

Research from The African American Experience 

https://grace-marketing2018.s3.amazonaws.com/documents/The_African_American_Experience.pdf

Books from a Black Christian Perspective
Oneness Embraced, Tony Evans

Under Our Skin, Benjamin Watson

Beyond Racial Gridlock, George Yancey

Advocates, Dhati Lewis

United, Trillia Newbell

Mother to Son, Jasmine Holmes

Let Justice Roll Down, John Perkins

Reading While Black, Esau McCulley

The Color of Compromise, Jemar Tisby

How to Fight Racism, Jemar Tisby

Compassion and Conviction, Justin Giboney

Fault Lines, Voddie Baucham

Christian Perspectives on Justice
Generous Justice, Timothy Keller

Confronting Justice Without Compromising Truth, Thaddeus Williams
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Justice as Vocation, talk by Will Broadus (  https://www.reconcilecc.org/sermons/episode/686f2914/a-biblical-and-theologi-
cal-view-of-justice)

Other Books on a Christian Perspective of Race
Bloodlines, John Piper

Books Highlighting Historical Events and Experiences of the Black Community
The Warmth of Other Suns, Isabel Wilkerson

The Life and Times of Frederick Douglass, Frederick Douglass

Just Mercy, Bryan Stevenson

The Sun Does Shine, Anthony Ray Hinton

The Immortal Life of Henrietta Lacks, Rebecca Skloot

Black Like Me, John Howard Griffin

Children’s Books
God’s Very Good Idea: A True Story of God’s Delightfully Different Family, Trillia Newbell

Creative God, Colorful Us, Trillia Newbell

A Big Wide Welcome, Trillia Newbell

Different: A Story About Loving Your Neighbor, Chris Singleton

ColorFull: Celebrating The Colors God Gave Us, Dorena Williamson

GraceFull: Growing A Heart That Cares for Our Neighbors, Dorena Williamson

When God Made You, Matthew Paul Turner

Arlo and the Great Big Cover Up, Betsy Howard

Courageous World Changers: 50 True Stories of Daring Women of God, Shirley Redmond 

God Made Me and You, Shai Linne

Amazon Book List of Additional Books Highlighting Diversity
https://a.co/bwkUBzJ

Examples of a Slave Catechism
Example 1 (https://www.theliberatorfiles.com/a-catechism-for-slaves/)

Example 2 (https://wps.ablongman.com/wps/media/objects/2661/2725147/documents/doc_d066.html)

Example 3 (https://docsouth.unc.edu/imls/catechisms/catechsl.html)

Articles on the Slave Bible

 ● “About 90 percent of the Old Testament is missing [and] 50 percent of the New Testament is missing,” Schmidt says. 
“Put in another way, there are 1,189 chapters in a standard protestant Bible. This Bible contains only 232.”

 ● Slave Bible From 1800s Omitted Key Passages That Could Incite A Rebellion (https://www.npr.
org/2018/12/09/674995075/slave-bible-from-the-1800s-omitted-key-passages-that-could-incite-rebellion)
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 ● Slave Bible Redacted Old Testament (https://www.history.com/news/slave-bible-redacted-old-testament)

 ● How This Bible Was Used To Manipulate (https://www1.cbn.com/cbnnews/us/2018/february/freedom-in-christ-how-
this-bible-was-used-to-manipulate)

 ● Chart of What Books Were Included or Omitted (http://www.getconscious.org/2019/02/18/the-slave-bible/)

 ● A PDF of the Slave Bible (http://dbooks.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/books/PDFs/590082966.pdf)

Video Highlighting Historical Events and Their Impact
Segregated by Design (https://www.segregatedbydesign.com/)

Additional Websites Providing Pertinent Content
Fair For All (https://www.fairforall.org/)

Articles
Timothy Keller 4-Part Gospel In Life Series on Racism: 

 ● Part 1 (https://quarterly.gospelinlife.com/the-bible-and-race/), 

 ● Part 2 (https://quarterly.gospelinlife.com/the-sin-of-racism/), 

 ● Part 3 (https://quarterly.gospelinlife.com/justice-in-the-bible/), 

 ● Part 4 (https://quarterly.gospelinlife.com/a-biblical-critique-of-secular-justice-and-critical-theory/)

Critical Race Theory Isn’t a Threat for Presbyterians, by Anthony Bradley 
(https://mereorthodoxy.com/critical-race-theory-presbyterian-church-in-america/)

Uncritical Race Theory, by Rasool Berry 
(https://rasoolberry.medium.com/uncritical-race-theory-7124e760d6b5)

Podcasts
As in Hvn (https://www.thegospelcoalition.org/podcasts/as-in-heaven/), Gospel Coalition Podcast on Race and Justice (24 
individual podcasts with different speakers, ranging in perspective and insight)

RightNow Media Video Content
Race and the Gospel, Matt Chandler and Bryan Loritts (https://www.rightnowmedia.org/Content/Series/437634)

Justice, The Bible Project (https://www.rightnowmedia.org/Content/Series/439991)

MLK50, The Gospel Coalition (https://www.rightnowmedia.org/Content/Series/295755)

How To Fight Racism, Jemar Tisby (https://www.rightnowmedia.org/Content/Series/475912)

The Color of Compromise, Jemar Tisby (https://www.rightnowmedia.org/Content/Series/419940)

Race In America, Phil Vischer (https://www.rightnowmedia.org/Content/Series/425915) 

Racial Harmony, Sermon by Matt Chandler (https://www.rightnowmedia.org/Content/Series/364982?episode=2) 

Documentary
I’m Not Your Negro, James Baldwin (https://www.netflix.com/title/80144402)



15

If you are interested in reading books from a maximizing perspective, the books below are written by two widely read 
authors. These books require reading with discernment. We have also linked to critiques of these resources written by 
George Yancey, a black Christian who wrote the book Beyond Racial Gridlock.

White Fragility, Robin DiAngelo 

Critique of White Fragility, by George Yancey (https://www.patheos.com/blogs/shatteringparadigms/2020/07/not-white-fra-
gility-mutual-responsibility/?fbclid=IwAR3LCXo6vS_bxrCdpnWR2J81UPAPz_0_MpULh_3VNfn87k5kpmwkpbhwJpY)

How To Be An Antiracist, Ibram X. Kendi

Critique of How To Be An Anti-Racist, By George Yancey (https://www.patheos.com/blogs/shatteringparadigms/2021/04/
the-dangerous-world-of-kendis-antiracism/?fbclid=IwAR37FQ_psk1tDU4JwImcfBj_yDXsdmHS7EHvzcR_JvIV1A_
vVn-MyVHFdqk)


